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coast. The east coast ports of. Hull, Scar-
borougk, Whitby, Hartlepool, and Newcastle,
also ranked high in the list of commercial towns,
and York did not confine itself solely to cloth-
making, but did a fair shipping trade with
Germany and Ireland.

The commercial and industrial growth of the
country under the long and peaceful reign of
Henry II. was remarkable. England was still
far behind the countries of the Continent in
manufactures and the skilled industries, but
its progress had been steady, and it had reached
a degree of trade success that ensured its future
position as one of the leading nations of Europe.
More or less, trade development was always
going on. Trade provided the means by which
other elements of national greatness were sup-
ported. A purely agricultural people could not
have upheld its kings in their wars, its prelates
in their religious movements, or its nobles in
their magnificence.

The resources of England were put to a severe
strain by the fanatical vagaries of Richard I..,
who, however he may count as a Christian and
a warrior, was destitute of any real administra-
tive ability. His excess of zeal as a Crusader
blinded him to the requirements of the people
he was leaving behind him, and revived in his
subjects, in a greatly aggravated form, the old
hatred of the Jewish race. In the first place,
he compelled the English Jews to contribute
largely to the cost of his expedition, and then
left them to the mercy of an infuriated people,
who attacked and massacred all the Jews they
could lay their hands upon. While these terrible